JIM CUNNINGHAM’S HOUSE

<Donnie is pouring petrol around the house>

SCHOOL – HALL

<The performance ends>

Girl: All right Sparkle Motion!

<Sparkle Motion get a standing ovation>

SCHOOL – OUTSIDE

<Cherita is sitting on the bench surrounding the Mongrel’s statue>

CINEMA- INSIDE

<Donnie returns and sits down. Gretchen wakes up>

Gretchen Ross: How long was I asleep for?

Donnie Darko: Whole movie.

JIM CUNNINGHAM’S HOUSE

<Firemen are walking round inside after having put out the fire>

Fireman: Captain looks like we’ve got another room back here.

DARKO HOUSE – LIVING ROOM - MORNING

<Elizabeth is watching TV>

TV Reporter: The blazed was extinguished sometime after 8:00 last night. Now fire-fighters discovered what has been referred to as a kiddie porn dungeon. Cunningham who has become a recent celebrity for his books and motivational tapes was arrested early this morning…

Elizabeth Darko: Oh my God!

TV Reporter: … at Sarasota Heights Country Club. Arson has not been ruled out as part of the cause of the fire.

<Donnie enters the room and sits down>

TV Reporter: A group of Cunning Vision employees lead my self proclaimed leader…

Elizabeth Darko: Oh my God. Dad played golf with that guy.

TV Report: … vehemently denied the alleged link to a child pornography publishing circuit. In a vicious statement Cunningham attacked the Middlesex Fire Department officials claiming a vast conspiracy.

OCTOBER 24 1988 (SIX DAYS REMAIN)

SCHOOL – PRINCIPAL’S OFFICE

Principal: I’m sorry, Karen, but we don’t think the methods you’ve undertaken here are appropriate.

Karen Pomeroy: With all due respect, sir, what exactly about my methods do you find inappropriate?

Principal: I don’t have time to get into a debate about this Karen. I believe I’ve made myself clear.

Karen Pomeroy: You call this clarity? I don’t think that you have a clue what it’s like to communicate with these kids. And we are losing them to apathy… to this prescribed nonsense. They are slipping away.

Principal: I am sorry that you have failed. Now if you’ll excuse me I have another appointment. You can finish out the week.

SCHOOL – OUTSIDE

Karen Pomeroy: Fuck!

<Karen turns and sees Cherita is behind her eating lunch>

SCHOOL – INSIDE

Principal (on tannoy): Good afternoon. It gives me great pleasure to announce that the Middlesex Ridge School dance team has been invited to perform on Ed McMahon’s Star Search 88 in Los Angeles California.

<Karen looks incredulous>

DARKO HOUSE – OUTSIDE

<Samantha is on the trampoline>

<Kitty Farmer is at the front door, answered by Rose>

Rose Darko (on the phone): No, it was ridiculous. I’ll call you back.

<She hangs up the phone>

Kitty Farmer: Rose.

Rose Darko: Kitty.

Kitty Farmer: Rose I’m sure that you’re aware of the horrible allegations against Jim Cunningham.

Rose Darko: I know, I saw it on TV. Something about a “kiddie porn dungeon”…

Kitty Farmer: Please, please. Don’t use those words! It’s obviously some kind of conspiracy to destroy an innocent man, and I have taken it upon myself to spearhead the Jim Cunningham defence campaign. Rose… I have to appear at his arraignment tomorrow morning. And as you know, the girls are scheduled to leave for Los Angeles in the morning. Now as their coach I was the obvious choice to chaperone them on their trip…

Rose Darko: But now you can’t go.

Kitty Farmer: Yes.

Rose Darko: Hmm.

Kitty Farmer: Now believe me, of all the other mothers I would never dream of asking you. But none of the other mothers are available to go.

Rose Darko: I don’t know Kitty. It’s a bad weekend. Eddie’s in New York.

Kitty Farmer: Rose! I don’t know if you realise what an opportunity this is for our daughters! This has been a dream of Samantha’s and all of ours for a long time. I made her lead dancer! Sometimes I doubt your commitment to Sparkle Motion.

DARKO HOUSE – DONNIE’S ROOM

<Rose is staring at Donnie’s drawing of Frank on the calendar. Donnie enters>

Rose Darko: Elizabeth will be in charge. She’ll drive you to therapy. If you need anything you promise me that you will call Dr. Thurman?

Donnie Darko: <softly> Okay. How’s it feel to have a wacko for a son?

Rose Darko: It feels wonderful.

DARKO HOUSE – LATER IN THE DAY

<Donnie turns over a sealed envelope with DARKO *EXTREMELY IMPORTANT written in the top left-hand corner, and ROBERTA SPARROW written in the middle>

OCTOBER 26 1988 (FOUR DAYS REMAIN)

SCHOOL – CLASSROOM

<Karen Pomeroy is reading, and Donnie is sitting at his desk>

Donnie Darko: So what do I tell the other kids when they ask about you?

Karen Pomeroy: Tell them that everything is going to be just fine.

Donnie Darko: What’s “Cellar Door”?

Karen Pomeroy: This famous linguist once said that of all the phrases in the English language of all the endless combinations of words in all of history, that “cellar door” is the most beautiful.

Donnie Darko: Cellar Door.

<Karen leaves the classroom, and gets stuck trying to get out the door with all her stuff, but manages to make it through. Donnie follows her and sees Cherita outside at her locker. He approaches her and she backs away. He grabs her by her earmuffs>

Donnie Darko: I promise that one day everything’s going to be better for you.

<Cherita pulls away and drops her books, and Donnie keeps hold of her ear muffs>

Cherita Chen: Chut up!

<Cherita runs away. Donnie looks down and notices she has written “Donnie Darko” on one of her books>

OUTSIDE

<Donnie is walking along wearing Cherita’s ear muffs>

Lilian Thurman <as voiceover>: I want to talk about your past today.

Donnie Darko <as voiceover>: No.

Lilian Thurman <as voiceover>: I want to talk about… you and your parents.

PSYCHIATRISTS OFFICE

Donnie Darko: They didn’t buy me what I wanted for Christmas.

Lilian Thurman: What did you want for Christmas that year?

Donnie Darko: Hungry, hungry hippos.

Lilian Thurman: How did you feel, being denied these “Hungry, Hungry Hippos”?

Donnie Darko: Regret.

Lilian Thurman: What else makes you feel regret?

Donnie Darko: That I did it again.

Lilian Thurman: You did it again?

Donnie Darko: I flooded my school and I burned down that pervert’s house. <laughs> I only have a few days left before they catch me.

Lilian Thurman: Did Frank tell you to do these things?

Donnie Darko: I have to obey him. He saved my life. I have to obey him or I’ll be left all alone. And then… and then I won’t be able to figure out what this is all about. I won’t be able to know his master plan.

Lilian Thurman: Do you mean God’s master plan? Do you now believe in God?

Donnie Darko: I have the power to build a time machine.

Lilian Thurman: How is that possible? How is time travel possible? Donnie?

Donnie Darko: Time’s up, Frank said.

Lilian Thurman: When is this going to happen?

Donnie Darko: Soon. <crying> Soon.

<Donnie stands up and walks to the end of the room>

Lilian Thurman: What is going to happen?

Donnie Darko: Frank is going to kill.

Lilian Thurman: Who is he going to kill? Who is he going to kill Donnie?

Donnie Darko: I can see him right now!

<We get a flash of Frank in front of Donnie, and a flash of the sky in fast forward>

Donnie Darko: The sky is going to open up. 

Lilian Thurman: If the sky were to suddenly open up there would be no law. There would be no rule. There would only be you and your memories… the choices you’ve made, and the people you’ve touched. If this world were to end there would only be you and him and no-one else.

<Donnie starts to cry and hugs Dr. Thurman. Dr. Thurman claps her hands and Donnie wakes up looking confused>

